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Preparations
Christie Pisani and Donna Partridge from Australia put their 
heads together and immediately started with all the neces-
sary arrangements. They worked on the project day in and 
day out to make sure it would be well worth the effort. 

There were so many things to do before I could set foot 
on the plane. Applying for a visa, for a start, is no easy task 
and you have to wait weeks without even knowing if you are 
going to get it. Purchasing a flight ticket probably is the easy 
part. I had to make arrangements with the school and my 
household and kids had to be handed over to my dearest 
mother because hubby is working far away from home. My 
mother has always been there for me when I needed her, 
day or night. She is my guardian angle and even if I do not 
need her, she is always near to make sure I am OK. 

Finally the big day arrived! Saying goodbye was not as 
easy as I thought it would be. Just the idea of not seeing 

the kids for a month brought tears to my eyes. Anxious but 
excited I boarded the Spirit of Australia Qantas Airways 
Boeing 747 for a 14-hour flight from Johannesburg to Bris-
bane, Australia. 

Arriving in Australia
We touched down on the tarmac in Brisbane, Queensland, 
Australia. “How’s it mate?” were the first words I heard as 
the gentleman at passport control greeted me. “How long 
are you planning on staying in Australia?” he asked. “Just till 
the 12th of November sir,” I replied. 

“Enjoy your stay Miss Botha. See ya!”
Passing through the gate, the first face I saw was that of 

my dear friend, Christie Pisani. She was holding up a big 
sign that read “SPRINGBUCK”. We did not waste any time 
as we hit the road to Toowoomba, where we would stay the 
night. Christie looked at me and said, “Cuppa?” “Cuppa 
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what?” I asked, frowning. She laughed. “Margaret, do you 
want a cup of coffee or tea?” The Aussie slang is one thing 
you need to learn if you want to survive in Australia. 

Early the next morning, we continued our journey. Our 
next stop was Goondiwindi, Queensland, where we would 
stay a few nights. 

The first thing I noticed in Australia was that the people 
do not speak English the way we do – they actually made 
me feel good about my broken English! They hardly open 
their mouths when they speak. It did not take me long to 
realise the reason for this: Almost every time you open your 
mouth, there is a chance you might swallow a fly! They are 
everywhere and can drive you nuts. On top of the Aus-
sie accent, they also use hundreds of slang words totally 
unfamiliar to someone like me. It is almost like a different 
language! 

The first hunt
On our first hunt we went after some wild boar (feral pigs 
/ hogs) close to Goondiwindi, assisted by Christie’s well-
trained dogs. We drove through town and over the bridge 
into New South Wales. Our guides were three young fellows 
who grew up in the area and knew almost everything about 
hunting wild boar. One was the farm owner’s son, a boy of 
only 14 years old. They had been hunting wild boar on the 
farm from a very young age, driving around with the hunting 
vehicle called a ‘ute’ (utility vehicle / pickup truck). We had to 
adjust our watches due to daylight saving.

Back to the hunt 
We drove around in the ute till the dogs started barking on 
the back. As we stopped, the dogs were literally flying off 
the back of the vehicle as their cages were opened up. They 
ran off into the bush, followed by the farmer’s son. He was 
only armed with a .22-calibre rifle and a large hunting knife, 
while his two mates only carried one large hunting knife 
each. 

As this style of hunting was unfamiliar to me, I stayed 
at the back to observe. These young men must be fear-
less, I thought to myself, as a wild boar is a very dangerous 
animal. All the dogs are fitted with GPS collars so that the 
owner can track them. The dogs usually surround the boar 
and keep the animal pinned down until the rest of the crew 

members catch up. The fearless young hunters then stab 
the pig in the heart with their hunting knives. This was a first 
for me. I have been on many boar hunts but back in South 
Africa we use rifles to make the kill; knives are only used 
for back-up. The Aussie way of pig hunting is probably not 
something I would attempt, but it was a great experience 
nevertheless. 

The next day we continued our journey to Cape York with 
a pit stop close to Linville for a red deer hunt. As we drove 
through the gates, the mountains took my breath away. We 
were surrounded by stunning scenery and tranquil surround-

Daylight saving
Something very interesting in Australia is ‘daylight saving’. 
Australia has three different time zones and the time there 
varies between Eastern, Central and Western Standard 
Time (EST, CST, WST).

The eastern states (Tasmania, Victoria, the ACT, New 
South Wales and Queensland) are on EST, the central 
states (South Australia and the Northern Territory) are 
on CST, and Western Australia is on WST. Kinda makes 
sense, no?

Eastern Standard Time is half an hour earlier than Central 
Standard Time, which is one and a half hours earlier than 
Western Standard Time. It makes sense, too, when you 
think about it. All the states that have daylight saving are 
in the southern half of Australia. In the northern states, 
the day length does not vary as much. 
 
Western Australia is an exception, as it spans the whole 
continent from south to north. Western Australians voted 
against daylight saving time in 2009. They only had it for 
one test year and decided against it. Queensland has 
actually been talking about splitting the state in half, with 
only one half participating in daylight saving. If that seems 
complicated, then consider that until 2008, every Aus-
tralian state started and ended their daylight saving on 
different dates! 

Continued ➻
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ings. With no facilities except for an old 
barn to sleep in, we rolled out our ‘swags’ 
(rolled-up bedding carried by a swagman 
/ tramp) and settled in. With only a few 
hours of daylight left, we decided to go on 
a late afternoon hunt. We used quad bikes 
to make up some travel time. Soon we found a great spot 
to park and started our hunt at the bottom of the mountain. 
It was not long before I spotted a pointer (young red deer) 
and the stalk up the slope began. I used trees and rocks for 
cover until I could get as close as possible for the camera to 
get the best footage. With time being limited, I took the shot 
just as the sun went down. The young red deer dropped 
on the spot. Recovery of a deer in mountainous terrain is 
always a difficult task. By the time we reached the red deer, 
it was already dark. The slopes were very steep and we 
struggled to keep our footing. We quickly took a few photos 
and started the hard work of carrying the red deer down to 
the foot of the mountain. Two gruelling hours later we had 
loaded the deer and were heading back to camp.

After a two-day stay on the property, we continued our 
trip to Cape York. Although it is a long and tiring drive, it is 
the only way to truly experience the Australian countryside. 
The usual stops were for fuel and refreshments in fascinat-
ing little towns with strange names such as Blackbut, Ba-
nana and Orange. (It seems as if they have run out of town 
names over there!) 

The following day we travelled all the way to Mareeba, 
where we once again stayed in a cabin at the local caravan 
park for the night. Then it was on to Claremont, where we 
also spent a night in one of the cabins at the caravan park. 

With the last leg ahead, we got up in the early hours of 
the morning and were back on the road to avoid the dreadful 
heat. A few hours later we reached the town of Chillagoe, 
the last town before our final destination. We needed to fuel 
up and buy refreshments for our stay on the cattle station in 
the Outback. This was also the last fuelling station for the 
next 564 km, so we had to fill up all the fuel tanks, jerrycans 
and water cans. We really did not want to get stuck in the 
vast Outback without fuel, water or food! 

Finally, we reached the turn-off from the main road to the 
farm. The farmstead was another 50 km away along a nar-
row road; a long drive. Our first stay was on cattle station 1 
that stretched over an area of about 168 000 ha; just a little 
bit larger than cattle station 2, which covered an area of 
152 000 ha. What is amazing is that all this land belongs to 
one owner! It is almost the size of one of the provinces in 
South Africa; how on earth does one maintain such large ar-
eas? Every Monday the postman delivers the mail by aero-

plane. It is hard to explain the Outback to someone. There 
are thousands and thousands of cattle. The landscape 
varies from open, dry forest to swampland, winding water-
ways and sandy riverbanks to rocky slopes; it is the epitome 
of the true Australian bush. Taking in this natural beauty with 
an Aussie ‘grazier’ (guide) at my side to answer all my ques-
tions, I experienced the Outback and the way of life on the 
cattle stations first-hand. A lot of hard, dusty work gets done 
on the cattle stations, and it was interesting to learn about 
the whole process – from the time the cattle are in paddocks 
until they end up as succulent steak on your plate.

Hunting in the Outback
Australia is home to quite a variety of animal species, some 
of which are unique and found nowhere else on earth. Two 
of the most well-known animals are the kangaroo and the 
cute koala. Then there are the somewhat odd platypus, the 
little bilby, the adorable quokka, and of course the snakes 
and lizards that most Aussies are secretly proud of, even if 
they won’t admit it! 

Since mankind’s arrival in Australia, a lot of different 
animals have been introduced that are now feral and free-
roaming. These include the camel, rabbit and the hideous 
cane toad. The first introduced animal was the dingo, which 
has been in Australia for thousands of years.

The European settlers deliberately released many dif-
ferent animals into the Australian bush. Other domestic 
animals (i.e. pigs, cats, brumbies [wild horses], goats and 
wild dogs) escaped and large populations are now roaming 
the Australian Outback, where they are creating problems 
for the native Australian animals. 

All these so-called feral animals, especially pigs, were on 
our hunting list. The pigs usually bed next to creeks in thick 
bushes close to water pools. During the day they hide in the 
shade and lie in the wet sand to cool down. That meant that 
we had to be out and about as early as 4 am, with scorching 
temperatures of around 25–30 °C.

For some reason the wind always blew in all kinds of 
directions. The bush was very dry and the ground was cov-
ered by a blanket of dry leaves and grass. This was going 
to be a different kind of stalking! Shoes off, it was time to go 
barefoot. It felt like we were in stealth mode as we walked al-
most without hearing our footsteps on the dry plant matter. I 

➻ Continued
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soon spotted a target. Rifle ready for action, I moved closer 
by using the thick brush as cover. I did not realise how close 
I had come to the pig as I moved around the bushes. All of 
a sudden we came face to face! He was huge and all that 
went through my mind was that if I did not act fast I would 
be toast! I lifted the rifle to my shoulder and took the shot. 
What a relief as I hit him with a perfect head shot. That was 
a bit intense! 

We managed to get quite a few pigs over several days. 
Two of them were considered record size or very close to it; 
257/8 and a 30-pointer. However, I doubt whether we even 
made a dent in the pig population in the area, as there were 
just too many.

Our hosts were the most humble, polite and down-to-
earth people I had ever met. Appreciating the small things 
in life, they taught me so many new things and hunting 
methods that I realised how much I still had to learn. It was 
the experience of a lifetime.

From the Outback we headed to New South Wales to 
hunt feral animals and fallow deer. At least it was not all just 
pest control. Our three-day road trip to the Outback turned 
into a two-day road trip back. I was wasted and almost got 

car sick. We took turns to drive so that we could sleep and 
get a bit of a rest. 

We arrived in New South Wales close to Bandara. This 
time Donna Partridge and her husband Matt would join us 
for the hunt. As Donna was 7½ months pregnant, it was 
impossible for her to hunt with us in the Outback. She and 
Matt live only a few hours from Bandara, which made it pos-
sible for her to join us on our next hunt. 

Upon our arrival at Donna and Matt’s farm, we were 
welcomed by the mouth-watering smell of food from the 
kitchen; fresh cheesecake and all kinds of snacks. Being 
in the bush for so long without a proper meal, it was a treat 
from heaven! Matt prepared a nice ‘barbie’ (barbeque / 
braai) for us and Donna served some of her delicious side 
dishes, followed by dessert. After this hearty meal, and ex-
hausted from the day’s travelling, we went to bed for a good 
night’s rest. 

Early the next morning we were up and ready for our 
last week of hunting in Australia. Matt would be my cam-
eraman for the duration of the hunt. There are more ’roos 
(kangaroos) and flies in New South Wales than the rest of 
Australia! When I first arrived in the country, I wanted to 
photograph every kangaroo and wallaby I encountered. By 
the third week, however, they started to annoy me some-
how. You need to concentrate ten times harder to spook 
them; they spook all the other animals, as you are literary 
surrounded by them. Trying to outsmart the kangaroos was 
no easy task, but I managed to take one of the best shots 
ever on a wild boar. There were kangaroos on my left- and 
right-hand side and some wallabies hopping in front of the 
wild boar I was stalking. (This short video can be viewed 
as part of the Heart of the Huntress, Series 2 on Universal 
Sportsman Channel.) 

Hunting in Australia was the experience of a lifetime. 
I want to give very special thanks to Christie Pisani and 
Donna and Matt Partridge for all the hard work and every-
thing they have done for us during our stay. A big thank you 
also to all our sponsors who came on board for Heart of the 
Huntress, Series 2: Australia. We are also proud to have our 
producer, Hennie van der Walt from WILD & JAG / GAME & 
HUNT, as part of our team again for this series.

Our sponsors are:
WILD & JAG / GAME & HUNT, Lowa Boots, Flight 
Tech Archery, Aussie Feral Game Hunters, Big Game 
Bowhunting Australia, Bushbow 3 D, MB & CO, Aus-
sie Snake & Spider Bite Kits, Sportsmagic – custom 
design teamwear, Calibre Country, Creative Prior, 
Heart of SA Woman Hunt & Conservation, Heart of Oz, 
Ramkitty.
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What is a Native Animal?
Ever wondered what animals are really native to Australia? Generally speaking, it is any animal that has been in Australia 
before the arrival of humans. The reason this definition is the best is that while animals such as the kangaroo, koala and 
platypus have been in Australia for millions of years and are unquestionably native, others such as the bat has been in 

Australia for a much shorter period of time but is definitely native now. The dingo, on the other hand, is considered native 
by some, but it was only brought to Australia by humans about 5 000 years ago. 

Rabbits were brought to Australia for hunting purposes. Rabbits that escaped, multiplied rapidly in the Australian wilder-
ness. It is estimated that there are about 300 million rabbits in Australia. Today they are causing serious damage to the 

Australian ecosystem.
The fox is a pest in Australia. Foxes are opportunistic predators with indiscriminate eating habits and cause significant 

economic losses to farmers by preying on poultry, young lambs and goats. 

Until Series 3, see ya!


